MultiKeyboard (codename Rudess)
Introduction
[image: C:\Prog\src\tmp\RudessMKBsmall.jpg]Imagine the situation when you have a computer that is used by multiple people even with different user accounts, moreover these users prefer different keyboard layouts. You may think that the solution of this problem is very easy: buy two or more keyboards that have different layouts (English, Hungarian, etc.). But it is only the half of the solution because the actual keyboards layout is registered by program level where the input hardware is not taken into account and you have to manually switch between layouts if you start using another keyboard. If you switch to other layout on one of your keyboards in Windows, the other keyboard will use the same layout. The full solution would be to detect the input hardware also and change automatically when the user starts to use the other keyboard. MultiKeyboard program does exactly the same. The application comes in binary (contents of the bin\release directory) and in source code form also (contents of the src directory).
Short Description
Features
1. MultiKeyboard reads “keyboard id – default layout” pairs from the MultiKeyboard.conf configuration file
2. When it is detected at program-level that the user starts working with a different keyboard than the previous then the default layout of the new keyboard is loaded based on the configuration
3. The layout change does not affect other programs only the actually running
4. For any subsequent key presses on the same keyboard the layout is not automatically changed to default layout of the keyboard (i.e. the user can change from the default layout)
Note to 64-bit users
This program is a 32-bit application that means it works only with x86 applications running on the system. Although I have a Vista x64 system it is suitable for us because this application was primarily created for my girlfriend who uses mainly the following applications that are fortunately compiled as x86: 
· Internet Explorer (32-bit version), 
· Office 2007 programs (mainly Outlook and Word)
· Total Commander 7
Usage
To find out the IDs of the attached keyboard devices to your computer and the keyboard layouts registered for the current user run the MultiKeyboardList.exe application.
As you can see my system has two keyboards (with IDs HID#VID_... and ACPI#PNP03…) and two layouts are registered 1033 (US) and 1038 (Hungarian).
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After you decided the “Keyboard ID – layout” pairs you have to create a MultiKeyboard.conf configuration file and place it in the same directory where MultiKeyboard.exe resides.
In my situation the first keyboard in the list has Hungarian keys while the second keyboard has English keys therefore I had an easy job:
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MultiKeyboard has to run in the background therefore you should place a link to MultiKeyboard.exe in the Startup section of your Start Menu.
System Requirements
· Windows Vista (it should work on XP but I haven’t tested it)
· More than one keyboards
· If you don’t have Visual Studio 2005 SP1 installed you have to install the following C++ library: Microsoft Visual C++ 2005 SP1 Redistributable Package (x86)
Pócza, Krisztián (kpocza[at]kpocza[dot]net)
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